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The  Free  Coinage  of  Pumpkins. 
Jt  ^ ^ 


An  ingenious  gentleman  in  Georgia  has 
with  much  eloquence  recommended,  instead 
of  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  the  free  coinage 
of  pig-iron.  The  suggestion  has  merits. 
Undoubtedly  if  the  United  States  can  by  leg- 
islation put  whatever  value  it  pleases  on  sil- 
ver, it  can  with  equal  facility  put  whatever 
value  it  pleases  on  pig-iron.  If  the  lifting  of 
silver  to  a ratio  of  16  to  1 with  gold  would 
afford  relief  for  our  present  distresses,  it  is 
evident  that  a lifting  of  pig-iron  to  the  same 
ratio  would  afford  much  more  relief.  Let 
us,  as  the  Georgia  gentleman  says,  by  all 
means  have  plenty  of  remedy  while  we  ari 
about  it. 

From  Kentucky, — from  gentlemen  inter- 
ested in  coal  mining, — has  gone  up  a cry  for 
the  free  coinage  of  coal.  This  would  prac- 
tically attain  the  same  ends  as  the  free  coin- 
age of  pig-iron,  though  objectors  have 
arisen  (gold  bugs,  presumably)  to  point  out 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  every  wom- 
an when,  she  went  shopping,  to  have  to  wear 
black  gloves  and  carry  her  small  change  in  a 
push-cart.  This  objection  smacks  of  frivol- 
ity and  ought  not  to  weigh  against  the  ob- 
vious benefit  which  would  accrue  from  the 
fact  that,  with  coal  as  currency,  whenever  a 
man  had  money  to  burn  he  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  burning  it. 

This  merit,  however,  is  not  peculiar  to 
coal.  A newspaper  in  Virginia  has  urged 
the  free  coinage  of  tobacco,  which  is  e(iually 


burnable..  Some  tobacco  is  undoubtedly 
good  enough  to  coin  ; but  there  are  other 
kinds.  And  until  we  have  seen  some  suc- 
cessful plan  formulated  for  effectively  pre- 
venting debasement  of  the  currency  by 
introducing  an*  alloy  of  cabbage  leaves,  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  regard  tobacco  as  , 
unsuitable  for  the  purposes  of  a circulating 
medium. 

Each  of  these  suggestions  has  unques- 
tioned advantage  as  compared  with  the  free 
coinage  of  silver  ; none  the  less  we'  hesitate 
to  indorse  any  one  of  the  materials  so  far 
advanced  as  adequate  to  give  us  an  ideal  cur- 
rency. Nor  can  we  support  those  who  advo- 
cate the  free  coinage  of  everything.  It  may 
l)c  I rue" that  the  nature  of  the  currency  is  a 
matter  of  so  little  importance  to  a nation 
that  almost  any  old  thing  will  do.  Still,  we 
we  must  insist  on  the  “ almost.”  At  least  we 
submit  that  the  legal  tender  qualities  of  such 
things  as  fence  rails,  dead  cats  or  second- 
hand screen  doors  would  have  to  be  rigidly 
circumscribed.  No  sum,  for  instance,  over 
five  thousand  dollars  ought  to  be  made  pay- 
able in  dead  cats. 

The  truth  is  that  there  is  no  need  for  any 
such  extreme  measure  as  the  universal  coin- 
age of  everything.  Some  one  article  of  suf- 
ficient cheapness  ought  to  suffice  for  pur- 
poses of  currency,  but  the  essential  fault  in  all 
the  articles  hitherto' suggested,  is  that  none 
of  them  would  give  any  relief  to  the  farmer. 
Farmers  do  not  raise  silver,  coal  or  pig-i^pn. 
Very  few  raise  tobacco.  But  the  one  thing 
now  needed  is  something  to  benefit  the 
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farmer  and  command  his  vote.  There  is  an 
article  which  is  most  happily  adapted  to  use 
as  money  and  the  coinage  of  which  would 
directly  and  vastly  benefit  the  agriculturalist. 

The  Railway  Age  is  unhesitatingly  in  favor 
of  the  free  coinage  of  pumpkins.  With 
pumpkin  currency  no  man  need,  when  hun- 
gry, take  the  trouble  to  stop  and  buy  food. 
He  would  eat  his  money.  And  on  esthetic 
grounds — what  a fair  expanse  the  good  round 
belly  of  a pumpkin  offers  for  minting  ! How 
legibly  it  could  be  branded  — “This  is  one 
dollar.  In  God  we  trust.” 

The  captious  may  argue  that  the  coin- 
age of  pumpkins  would  so  increase  the  cost 
of  pumpkin  pie  as  to  put  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  masses  and  convert  it'into  a 
Inxury  for  the  rich.  In  reply  we  trium- 
phantly assert  that  pumpkin  pie  is  good 
enough  to  be  expensive.  It  deserves  to  be  a 
luxury.  Moreover,  the  main  intent  of  the 
free  coinage  mep  is  to  raise  the  price  of  food 
and  farm  products.  Why  not  begin  at  once 
with  pumpkin  pie  ? 

The  Railway  Age  therefore  raises  in  this 
campaign  the  banner  of  the  free  coinage  of 
pumpkins  ! 


